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ME following Speech f Mr. Francis in Par- 

lament, on the 10th of April, 1 793, is re- 
commended tothe ſerious peruſal of every friend to 
Reform, in order to prove, that there are pa- 
triots in the Houſe of Commons, who profeſs the 
fame opinions for which individuals in ſociety are 
illegally perſecuted and maliciouſly calumniated 
as jacobins, republicans, and levellers: Extract- 
ed from the Morning Chronicle of Thurſday 
April 11th, 1793. 

The order of tlie day being read for taking 
into conſideration the adjourned debate on the 
motion for leave to bring in a bill to prevent 
bribery and corruption in the future election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for the borough 
of Stockbridge, in the county of Southampton, 
and alſo for leave to bring in another bill to diſ- 
franchiſe certain electors of that borough. 

After ſeveral members had delivered their opi- 
nions, ſome for and ſome againſt the intended 
bills among whom, Mr. Huſſey made the fol- 
lowing pointed remark, that he thought the pro- 
ceeding in this bill was, properly ſpeaking, a 

roceeding upon an ex poſt facto law (that is, a 
— made after the offence was committed.) / 
the law was perfect, why not proceed upon the 
law as it ſtands; / otheruiſe, why make a law 
for this caſe in particular ; why not alter the 
law in general Mr. Francis roſe, and deli- 
vered the following nervous, animated, and pa- 
triotic ſpeech : - 
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He was, he faid, againſt this proceeding for 
two reaſons : firſt, it was inconſſſtent with juſ- 
tice ; —_— it would be 2znexpedtent to take 


a few individuals out of a great maſs of miſ- 
chief in the repreſentation of the people of this 
country. It would be vain and idle to ſelect᷑ a 
few ill educated and ignorant men out of a m/s 
of general miſchief ; and point them out for the 
unavailing ſeverity of the law. It was filly to 
ſuppoſe that any great end of juſtice would be 
anſwered by taking notice of a [few poor crea» , 
tures for ſelling their votes for a paltry borough, 
when we all knew, that in former Parliaments, 
not in the preſent) boroughs by wholeſale were 
fold by individuals. 

When we ſhould go to that broad and gene- 

ral Reform, which was unzverſally acknow- + 
| ledged abroad to be neceſſary, whatever opinions 
might be entertained in tat houſe, he was afraid 
of going to a fe partial remedies to paltry de- 
Kalle, when there was /o much ofcafion for a 
general remedy to a mighty evil. 

Taking it for granted, that all thoſe perſons 
who were now accuſed ſhould be found guilty | 
of the crime alledged againſt them, ——What | 
then? Nothing to the public—Nothing in fa- 
vour of that great pupltc good which ought to 
prevent men altogether from ſelling themſelves 
and being ſold by others. 

He wiſhed to fee a general Reform in Parlia- 
ment, and therefore he oppoſed this meaſure ; 
becauſe, proceedings like this, would only tend 
to lull the people, already too tame upon that 
ſubject, into an idea that by ſuch ſteps Parlia- 
ment would reform itſelfſ. This would pre- 

vent 
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vent that great and ſcandalous nuiſance from 


being removed, until it ſhall in time be 700 


thams eful even to ſuffer z , to go any further. 


The Editor of this {mall paper wiſhes to ob- 
ſerve, that when theſe truths ſtand unconfuted, 
even in Parliament, nothing but a want of pub- 
lic ſpirit can prevent their being univerſally ſup- 
ported by the people. 

If Britons are entitled to freedom, they muſt 
be entitled to ſupport and defend that freedom ; 
and all the ſophiſtry of corruption can never 
prove, that at the preſent juncture, ſuch a defence 
is not neceſſary. Do we not ſee miniſtry daily 
arming themſelves with new and extraordinary 
power: Do we not ſee even the Houſe of Lords 
rejecting with indignation, thoſe encroachments 
upon the hberty of the people, which had been 
ſubmitted to by the Commons? Do we not ſee 
aſſociations, under pretence of defending liberty 
and property, aſſuming to themſelves the powers 
of inquiſitorial juſtice ? Do we not ſee the blood- 
hounds of corruption hunting in packs, to drive 
kberty of every kind from the boſom of Britain: 
And what do the people ?—the unpenſioned, un- 
titled, tax-paying part of the people. Rouze my 
fellow countrymen—your all is at ſtake ; the 
cauſe 15 no longer the cauſe of a party, it is the 

cauſe of a nation ;—it 13 the cauſe of yourſelves 
and your poſterity : You have one weapon of de- 
fence, which alone will counteract the attacks 
of your enemies.—Slumber no longer—open 
your eyes and READ—1 fay not to you as your 
enemies fay, read our productions alone ] ſay 
read on every fide of the queſtion - conſult your 
natural underſtandings, and the god of liberty 
will conduct you to truth, SY 58 MERLIN. 


